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there is no evidence that he ceased to feel affection for her.
In the last year of her life she wrote to him:
Oh my dear husband, how much I feel the want of you to
advise with in a time of so much anxiety. « . * I hope you will
remember next Thursday, the day when we became one—
thirty-one years ago, and I think from what I feel myself that
we love one another as sincerely and understand one another
much better than we did thirty-one years ago. My sincere wish
is that nothing may ever happen to diminish this affection.
His enemies, though they denounced his doctrines, found
nothing to say against his private life. Parallelograms, nursery
schools, abolition of private property, and abolition of marriage
form a logically consistent body of doctrine, and there is no
reason to look for any other source of his views of morals.
In these gloomy days, there were only two people who were
not shocked by Owen's wickedness; one was Lord Melbourne,
and the other was—Queen Victoria. In spite of the business of
the Dorchester Labourers,1 Owen had remained on friendly terms
with Melbourne, who presented him to the Queen in 1839.
Owen never met anybody without presenting a document, so he
gave his Sovereign *an address from the Congress of the Dele-
gates of the Universal Community Society of Rational Religion-
ists, soliciting the Government to appoint parties to investigate
measures which the Congress proposes to ameliorate the con-
dition of Society.* History does not relate whether, in view of
this alluring title, Her Majesty was graciously pleased to peruse
the work.
No one ever found fault with Melbourne for his crimes^ but for
presenting to the Queen a notorious unbeliever he was severely
hauled over the coals.3 The Bishop of Exeter, in presenting a
petition against Socialism from the personages of Birmingham,
pointed out that Owen's organization was illegal, and that he
could and should be put in prison.
There were other horrid blasphemies and immoralities, he
added, with the recital of which he would not pain their
Lordships9 ears. There was a book by Owen which had been
1	See next chapter.
2	Melbourne himself was, apparently, a dogmatic "unbeliever. See
Greville, December i63 1835.

